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The ﬁrst of the year is the perfect time for reﬂecting
on all aspects of life, especially after a year marked
by such horror, fear and uncertainty.
The editorial team of Clinical Microbiology and
Infection wishes to thank all our readers for their
steady support and their tolerance and compre-
hension of our mistakes. This begins the second
year of our tenure with CMI. With the ﬁrst volume
from the new team complete, it is now time to take
stock. The journal has returned to its usual punc-
tuality and now comes out on its pre-established
date. Twelve monthly issues have been produced,
one of which was a special themed issue, and our
readers have also been able to enjoy six supple-
ments in which we have respected both scientiﬁc
and general interests. In our opinion, the content of
the journal fulﬁls our objective of striking the right
balance between diagnostic microbiology, basic
microbiology and the clinical aspects of infectious
diseases. At the same time, we have included an
educational component that we feel is perfectly
compatiblewith the publication of the best original
material at our disposal.
The sound ﬁnancial situation at year-end
and the number of manuscripts that reach our
ofﬁce have led the editorial team to propose a re-
organization of the journal with the possibility of
increasing the number of pages and adopting
a new, easier-to-read format.
We thank all of you who send us your material
for publication, for your conﬁdence and faith in
giving our Society’s journal international prestige
and inﬂuence in its ﬁeld. The inclusion of our
material in the best international indices undoubt-
edly enhances the diffusion and impact of the
work published. Blackwell Publishing has pro-
mised to format for Index Medicus the material
published before the year 2000, so that all the
content of the journal will eventually be available
via the usual electronic browsers.
We should also like to thank all those who, by
their silent and uncompensated work, help us to
revise our scientiﬁc material, from the Deputy
Editors to the Editorial and Advisory Boards.
We bear witness to the inestimable debt owed to
our Referees, who take on the extremely difﬁcult
task of reviewing the manuscripts to offer authors
their critical opinions for enhancing the quality of
the original submission. In this issue, we publish
the list of Referees, many of whom are from out-
side Europe and not members of our Society, who
have accepted this task in the simple spirit of
service to science and to our authors: a very special
thank you to them.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank
Professor Jacques Acar and all the members of the
previous team, to whom we express our gratitude
and our desire for their continuing goodwill.
Finally, we would like to thank the Executive
Committee of the Society for their conﬁdence in us
and for allowing us to act freely, especially the
members of the Publication Committee.
We hope that the coming year will be better for
everyone, better for our readers, better for our
editors and referees, better for ESCMID and its
members; in short, better for those who are fright-
ened or discouraged by the brutal and violent
shock we have suffered. Wewish you peace, good-
will and happiness, and offer our commitment
to provide for you, our readers, an even better
product in the New Year.
Emilio Bouza
Editor-in-Chief
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